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STRAITS SUBDIVISION 

The Straits marine subdivision extends from west to east from the border 

with Portugal at the mouth of the river Guadiana to the meridian that 

passes through Cape Gata.  

This whole area can be considered as the Straits of Gibraltar: the western 

entrance and the eastern exit, the central area, a geographical hub on the 

transcontinental scale through which one of the greatest flows of sea traffic 

on a world scale passes.  

Jurisdictionally the waters of the Gulf of Cadiz include territorial sea, the 

contiguous zone, and the exclusive economic zone; the Alboran Sea has no 

exclusive economic zone as Law 115/78 does not apply to the 

Mediterranean.  

Along with Gibraltar, the Spanish territories on the African coast make this 

whole region notably complex in political and functional terms and also in 

jurisdictional terms from the maritime point-of-view. The delimitation of 

borders with all of the adjacent and opposing countries is pending except   

with Portugal, with which there is an agreement in place for delimiting the 

territorial sea, the contiguous zone and the continental shelf (1976). 

This subdivision has two national maritime borders, one with Portugal and 

the other with Morocco. As the Law on Exclusive Economic Zones does not 

apply in the Alboran Sea, the territorial sea borders on the high seas. 

The EEZ surface area in this subdivision only corresponds to the Gulf of 

Cadiz. At 10,777 sq km it represents 1.37% of the national total. The 

coastline is 1,082 km in length, which is 14.42% of the national total. 

Atlantic and Mediterranean waters meet in the Straits of Gibraltar in this 

subdivision. These waters, with different hydrographical features, generate 

very valuable ecosystems both in the Gulf of Cadiz and the Alboran Sea.  

The territorial base of this subdivision corresponds to a single Autonomous 

Community, Andalusia, although there are also two Autonomous Cities in 

the vicinity, Ceuta and Melilla. 
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BASIC DATA 

Jurisdiction sq km  % of State 

Internal waters 1 928 13.13 

Territorial sea 14 264 13.23 

Contiguous zone 14 085 11.25 

Exclusive economic zone 10 313 1.36 

Contiguous zone in the Alboran Sea 10 527 0.95 

Continental shelf (Alboran sea) 14 019 100 

TOTAL 1 (according to the delimitation line 
declared by Portugal) 

41 011 - 

TOTAL 2 (according to the delimitation line 
declared by Spain) 

41 753 3.73 

 km  % of State 

Length of coastline  1 082 14.42 
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Governance 

Legal framework 

 European Union’s Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

 The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

 Royal Decree No. 2510/1977, of 5
th

 August, on Jurisdictional Waters 

 Act No. 10/1977, of 4
th

 January, on the Territorial Sea 

 Act No. 15/1978, of 20
th

 February, on the Exclusive economic Zone 

Institutions   

Instruments   

Observations 

Borders are referred to as national or international depending on whether they are with third countries (national) or with the high seas or the Area 
(international). 

Waters over continental shelf in Alboran sea waters beyond the outer limit of territorial sea are under the legal regime of high seas. 

Two totals are established: one if we take the delimitation line declared by Portugal for its jurisdictional waters and a second if we take the line declared by 
Spain. 

The waters of Ceuta and Melilla and other enclaves in the north of Africa and the Alboran Sea (Chafarinas Islands, Parsley Island, Alboran Island and the islets of 
Peñon de Alhucemas and Peñón de Velez la Gomera) are included in the Straits Subdivision. 
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