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NORTH WEST ATLANTIC SUBDIVISION  

The North West Atlantic subdivision extends from the boundary between 

the Autonomous Communities of Galicia and Asturias to the T point that 

delimits the continental shelf agreed between France and Spain following 

the arc of the outer limit of the exclusive economic zone to the border with 

Portugal on the Minho river.  

It has two national maritime borders, one with Portugal and the other with 

France; as well as two international maritime borders in the Atlantic Ocean 

(the high seas and the Area).  

The Exclusive Economic Zone stretches to its maximum of 200 nautical 

miles, as seen by the high percentage of total national exclusive economic 

zone generated by this subdivision, almost 30%.   

Spain has also presented a submission to the United Nations Commission on 

the Limits of the Continental Shelf regarding the extension of this to a 

distance beyond 200 nautical miles based on article 76 and Annex II of the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.  

The subdivision’s waterfront is characterised by its extremely irregular 

profile, which results in an extensive coastline and, at the same time, the 

formation of rias which, as they are closed with straight base lines, generate 

the greatest surface area of internal waters of all the six marine subdivisions 

delimited in this project. The NW Atlantic subdivision therefore constitutes 

20.82% of the length of coastline and 24.47% of the surface area of all the 

maritime jurisdictions of these six subdivisions. 

 

BASIC DATA 

Jurisdiction sq km  % of State 

Internal waters 2 626 17.89 

Territorial sea 8 316 8.18 

Contiguous zone 9 202 7.85 

Exclusive economic zone 224 832 29.65 

Extended continental shelf 38 182 100 

TOTAL 1 (according to the delimitation line 
declared by France/Portugal) 

232 192 - 

TOTAL 1 (according to the delimitation line 
declared by Spain) 

273 956 24.45 

 km  % of State 

Length of coastline 1 562 20.82 
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Governance 

Legal framework 

 European Union’s Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

 The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

 Royal Decree No. 2510/1977, of 5
th

 August, on Jurisdictional Waters 

 Act No. 10/1977, of 4
th

 January, on the Territorial Sea 

 Act No. 15/1978, of 20
th

 February, on the Exclusive economic Zone 

Institutions   

Instruments   

 

Observations 

The T point can be reviewed as the agreement for delimiting the continental shelf does not include the exclusive economic zone. This point is also closer to the 
Spanish coast as France alluded to the greater length of its coastline and its concavity when plotting this point. 

Two totals are established: one if we take the delimitation line declared by France/Portugal for its jurisdictional waters and a second if we take the line declared 
by Spain.  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/marine/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/marine/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/marine/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/01/08/pdfs/A00373-00374.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/01/08/pdfs/A00373-00374.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/01/08/pdfs/A00373-00374.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1978/02/23/pdfs/A04395-04396.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1978/02/23/pdfs/A04395-04396.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1978/02/23/pdfs/A04395-04396.pdf
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