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BAY OF BISCAY SUBDIVISION 

The Bay of Biscay marine subdivision extends from the border between 

France and Spain to the T point that delimits the continental shelf agreed 

between Spain and France and the boundary between Galicia and Asturias. 

There is a national maritime border between Spain and France in the 

territorial sea, the contiguous zone, the continental shelf (agreed 

boundaries) and the exclusive economic zone; this subdivision has no 

international maritime borders (with the high seas).  

The terrestrial base of this subdivision is made up of the territories of the   

Autonomous Communities of the Basque Country, Cantabria and the 

Principality of Asturias. 

The coast line of this subdivision is straight and craggy. The waterfront is 

also truncated due to the presence of small bays and estuaries. This 

subdivision therefore represents the smallest percentage of length of 

coastline among the marine subdivisions that have been delimited, 12.18%. 

However, it stands in fourth place as regards surface area, with almost 7% 

of Spanish marine jurisdictions. 

 

BASIC DATA 

Jurisdiction sq km  % of State 

Internal waters 1 344 9.16 

Territorial sea 9 641 9.48 

Contiguous zone 9 332 7.96 

Exclusive economic zone 66 872 8.82 

TOTAL 1 (according to the delimitation line 
declared by France) 

66 141 - 

TOTAL 2 (according to the delimitation line 
declared by Spain) 

77 857 6.95 

 km  % of State 

Length of coastline 914 12.18 
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Governance 

Legal framework 

 European Union’s Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

 The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

 Royal Decree No. 2510/1977, of 5
th

 August, on Jurisdictional Waters 

 Act No. 10/1977, of 4
th

 January, on the Territorial Sea 

 Act No. 15/1978, of 20
th

 February, on the Exclusive economic Zone 

Institutions   

Instruments   

 

Observations 

The T point can be reviewed as the agreement for delimiting the continental shelf does not include the exclusive economic zone. This point is also closer to the 
Spanish coast as France alluded to the greater length of its coastline and its concavity when plotting the point. 

Two totals are established: one if we take the delimitation line declared by France for its jurisdictional waters and a second if we take the line declared by Spain.  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/marine/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/marine/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/01/08/pdfs/A00373-00374.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/01/08/pdfs/A00373-00374.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1978/02/23/pdfs/A04395-04396.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1978/02/23/pdfs/A04395-04396.pdf
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