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 BALEARIC ISLANDS SUBDIVISION 

The Balearic Islands Subdivision comprises the waters adjacent to the 

Balearic archipelago and to the west borders on the waters of the Levantine 

Shelf Subdivision. 

The subdivision’s national maritime borders are: France (not agreed), Italy 

(continental shelf agreed), Algeria (not agreed) and Morocco (not agreed). 

The Balearic Islands Subdivision has no exclusive economic zone as (to date) 

Law 15/1978 does not apply to the Mediterranean Sea. It contains a single 

fisheries protection zone declared by Spain and has a surface area of 

182,903 sq km. The jurisdictional waters of this subdivision represent 

17.72% of the total surface area of Spanish national maritime jurisdictions. 

The subdivision’s extensive 1,116 km long coastline represents 14.87% of 

the national total. The coast is rugged in nature although coastal features 

vary from island to island.  

The main attribute of this subdivision’s maritime geography is its insularity. 

It is made up of five islands, Majorca, Minorca, Ibiza, Formentera and 

Cabrera, although there are also some minor islands. There are also various 

channels between the islands, the main one of which is the international 

Straits of Minorca which separates the islands of Majorca and Minorca. 

 

BASIC DATA 

Jurisdiction sq km  % of State 

Internal waters 2 649 18.04 

Territorial sea 16 928 16.54 

Contiguous zone 22 530 19.22 

Fisheries protection zone 166 934 87.59 

TOTAL 1 (according to the delimitation line 
declared by France) 

160 614 - 

TOTAL 2 (according to the delimitation line 
declared by Spain) 

186 510 16.65 

 km  % of State 

Length of coastline 1 116 14.87 
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Governance 

Legal framework 

 European Union’s Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

 The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

 Royal Decree No. 2510/1977, of 5
th

 August, on Jurisdictional Waters 

 Act No. 10/1977, of 4
th

 January, on the Territorial Sea 

 Royal Decree 1315/1997, of 1
st

 August, establishing a Fisheries Protection 
Zone in the Mediterranean Sea 

Institutions  

Instruments  

Observations 

Two totals are established: one if we take the delimitation line declared by France for its jurisdictional waters and a second if we take the line declared by Spain. 
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/index_en.html
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/09/30/pdfs/A21743-21747.pdf
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/1977/01/08/pdfs/A00373-00374.pdf
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